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FOREWORD

% AR SIS A

Supplement A to GR-U%, Soviet Exploratics and Resgarch in the

Antarctic, 2 November 1955, was piepared at this time beczuse of the
currency of political and intelligence problems related tc the Soviet
interest in Antarctica. It summarizes and avalyzes more racent
information that provides additional (1) indfcations of possible Soviet
intentions concerning Antarctica, and (2) details concerning Soviet
operational plans and equipment for its scientific and exploration proe
gram. The supplemeni has been written on the assumption that the reader
has or can gain access to GR-84,

Part I brings up to date the evidence of Soviet intentions of
remaining in Antarctice and suggests that unorthodox procedures might
be adopted by the Soviets to sscure "squatiers rizghts.” DPart IT pro.
videas details on plans and facilities that confirm our original estimate
or: the depth of Soviet planning. Moreover; the megnitude of base instal-
iaticn being planned tends to confirm the fact that it is aimed at the
estavlishment of bases for year-round and long-term o::cupé.ncyo

Since it is plaaned to incorporate these facts and estimates in a
subsequent revision of CR-8L, the views and comnents of interested

readers are solicited.

S<E=CeR=E-T
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 SOVIEY EXPLORATION AND RESEARCH IN THE ANTARCTIC

Supplement A

3, Zmrsob Bstimates of Soviet Objectives in the Antarctic

Soviet wnmmcements couceming t.heix- Antar*tie plans issued d.ws,mg,

- . the pwt nnth have provided additional indications of Soviet {1) efforts

to ‘imim iy thedr status vith reference to the ri@ma to Antsrotics mx-&

[ {2) intentions of remuining iu Antarctics for an indefinite period afier
| the eonclusicn of the ISY nrogram. 3’.}:& a3dition, furiher insight has |

Lo g e U WA i A

beon obtained duto bhe nossible Soviet course of ae imlml.mt&d 0 the
ﬁévelom&mt of thelr rights or claime to wert of Antarctica. Hounting
. evidance indiestos Lhat She Soviets may atbemmt to mehieve their goal
obliguely trrough “sffsetive ccoupaticon” rather than through a tssdecs

¢laim ety prior bo such sn cecupations Io this maonmer the HeS, and

wimdmant countrivs would be coafronted witk the fn TBit woen

aiszorate svabem oF semmanens bayss and raserrch phtebions BUredt e
& arbonelve mren.,

5 IR S s S SV T . c oy B TO# Lk P o v Ly 2 S 4-
svidepzs of the plag Lo eatebllsh permusent bazes in Antareiics

wea provided by B. I. Tolistliov; Deputy Baed of the (Riaf 44:
&

£, 4] - Nivigrre % oot 34 : S,
e Lhe Dorthern Sem Voute, Ununell of #inisters, U3, Iz

ary Ueewriet tasks In Antarctt L,

UrRG ‘iimm Sarvice brow
Thet 1% tawd Doep “Sealded 1o sl the questlon o

2o Fog s e K e o w ¥ T oae PR P e 2 T T AT L U S S U
Sotaretic vhaling, % ia wordh ooting vhat the olan wess mentionge? S

reintion tu ihe enonoule problem cevand By the reduntion fn shmle

G vhaling asrcs of the Slave flest. This soonomis concept muo? wl
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be linked to the Soviet memorendum of 1950,% which underscores the
economic importance of the Antarctic area to all countries and stresses
particularly the importance of Antarctica in world vhaling mectivities,
in which the USSR is & participant. Thus, the establishment of supply
bases 1z adroitly tied in with a fundamental Soviet expression of its
claims policy, in which the protection of economic rights of the USSR
is identified with the protection of those of all other noneclaimernt
eountries. |
Recent Soviet publicity concerning their scientific plans suggests

that Soviet scientific interests are also being tied in to the Scviet
memorandum of 195C. The memcrandum underscores the scientific impore
tence of Antarctica us a favorsble base for important meteorological
cbservations of significance to the whole Northerr Hemisphere. Seversl
recent Soviet publicity releases through the Home Service as well as the
Buropean Service stress the importance of Antarctic atmospheric processes
in the general air-mase circulation of the earth and their significance
to the improvement of long=-ange weather forecasting. It is not diffie
cult, therefore, to discern the evolution of & careful plan to identify
Soviet rights in Antarctica'wit.h the rights of all nations Insofar us
economic and scientific gaing are concerned. Moreover, it is not
inconceivable that the Soviet Union may ultimately try to emerge so
the guardian of internatiooal econumic freedom and the sponsor of

international scientific development in the Antarctic.

¥The content of the memorandum {or note} ts given on p. 3 of SR=%%.

BeofelRaEaT
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Continued emphesis is being laid on the unexplored and unmapped
charscter of the area in which the Soviets will be active. This is
accompanied by unusually strong emphasis on Soviet exploration
activities.®# Tolstikov states categorically: "The exhsustive, all-~
round exploration of Antarctica is one of the most important under« .
takings of the forthcoming Ceophysical Year ,... Exploration of ths
Antarctic Continent itself will play an sxceptionally important rcle.”
The propaganda emphasis on this part of the Soviet program may indicate
an effort to impress world opinion with the greater magnitude of the
Soviet program and, ultimately, the superior results of its activities.
In this manner the Soviete msy hope to override any other prior claims
or rights that might be based on the relatively limited activities and
thelir modest results obtained thus far.

It would be insufficient, howsver, to agsume that the Soviet
emphasis on exploraticn and mapping is being undertaken merely to
establish Soviet rights in Antarctioa. Tolstikov in his broadcsst
revesnled what may be a bmsic resson for the spparent unwillingness of
the Soviets to stake out an esplicit territorial claim: "...it &5 stiil
rot known what the Antarctic reprasente in itself. Is it really a
continent covered by layers of ioe, & group of largs isles s Or s whole
archipelago? It is placned to sclve this riddle of nature by the Joint

sfforts of the sclentists of many countries.” Hence y until a systematic

~ ¥For a discussion of the nature uf Soviet non=IGY sctivities s BBE
Cﬁ"&g po m fto

m‘} 23
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geological, physiographic, saad topographic survey iz made, the Soviets
appesr to be unwilling to chance the claiming of & mass of {ice rsther
than a valuable plece of reel estate, It would seem » therefore, trat
pending the receipt and stuly of the resulta of the activities of &'l
countries the Soviets are likely to¢ restrict their overt politicsl
action to publieizing their progranm, providing e continuing geners’
account of their sctivities and schievewents, snd sounteriog obher
Arntarctic claims along the general lines reflscted in the noteg of
1939 and 153%50. It {8 not expacted that the Scviets will reveal “ho
gpecifis geographic end geologie resulbs of thelr own activitisg B
parvicularly 1f valuable infarmaticn un terruin and rescurces ig
obtained. In that event, there zmy e a guiet sstablishment of
continuously occupied bases, fullowed eventuamlly by the sxploitation
of resources and the development of ely feofilitics.

The linkage of the Russimn Antarciic discovery (see GR-B4, p. 15)
vith the Soviet Antarctic program has bees further confirmed by V. Fo
Burihanov, Deputy Minister of the Ministry of the Merchant Fleet and
head of the Chisf Administration of the Rorthern Sea Route » Council
ot Ministers, USSR, In a Burypean broadessat in Prench and in an
Englisheanguege bromdosst to ¥orth: America, he {1} mentions the
discovery of Antarctica by Bellingshasaser and Tazarysv, which wasi
followed by "expeditions fram the United States, France; and other

counteiss, ' (&) repsate that the USSP wee “sllocuted & most intercating

@w e e

SeBelaR Bt
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area of the Antarctic ~= where no human fuct has ever trod,” wud {2
refers to this area a8 "the coastal line of the conticent betwsen the
longititudes of 85° and 1059%8."

In other wurds, 1t appears that the Scviet political course of
action in Antarctica will be to effect a firm foothold through tne
gradual evolution of "effective sccupstion.™ By 1960 the Wester:
World may be confronted with the fact that nothing short of a forvety)
g2lection can dislodge the Soviets froe Antarcbica. Any attzmptsa ﬂrf.z
digpute the Soviet occupation legally would he confronted by & propos
ganda reaction that would {1) elaim prior discoverys (2) capitalize oo
the superiority of Sovist exploration and mapping results in the areq
of their sctivity; {3) emphmsize the internstional charscter of the 17
program Wherein some of the coopersting countries will not be territ siwl
clatmants (thus resffirming the right of sil nations to the economic and
sclentific benefite of the area}; snd {b) secume the Western Bloc o
imperislistic aggression.

It 1s believed that after thae IGY much an peeupation could be
supported by Soviet supply ships and the whaling flotilia, without
rseourse to non-Soviet bases asywhere along the ehipping lanes except
for emergency needs. This has alresdy been specified a8 an objisctive
for the operations of the whaling fleet and s in fact; was achiaveld .

R

the eighth voyage {1952-54} of the flctilla. Moreover, it is believse

c:ﬁyc:;

SoB=CoReE=T
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that supplementary Soviet air commmicat®oms @y be sble to continue,
even without the use of Auatralian or New Zesland facilivies, through
alternate arrangements such sz the use of French feollities s Madagnes
car and Kerguelen, or even the use of a chais of rescue ships. The
laat wvould be similar tc the plan being developed for the U.3, Newwyr
flights from New Zealand to McMurds Sound.

~
@ {} o=
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IX. erational Plans

A. Organization end Methodology

The Soviet Antarctic-Complex Expedition is being organized in two

sections -- continental and paritime. Within these, 12 scieptific units
are being formed, of which the following have been def"initely identified:
azrameteorological, geophysical, geological~geographical, hydrological,
hydrobiological, and aerial-photography.

It has been emphagized that the Slave whaling ships will be used
ictegrally with the expeditionsry ships in the meking of weather and
oceanographic cbservations. The announcement that the W, the flugehip
ol the Bxpedition, will take part in Arctic ss well ss Anturctilc research
iz another indication of the intensity of the Soviet aclantific erfort.
Thus, the same crev and staff will operate in both polar regions during
the IOY program. This is psrt of the Soviet effort to obfain data that
will make comparison possible between “conditions existing in the opposite
polar areas of the globe and, in particular, esteblish what ie in common
and what unites atmospheric processes in the Arctic and the Antarctic,
and in what [aspects] they differ.” 1In this coonection, it was announced
that three rather than two drift stations will operate in the Arctic.
SP«sie; SP=5; and SP=-0 will be organized to contisue alag the course
followed by SP=2 under Mo M. Samov iz 19%0-=5L.

Plans for the estsblislment of a scientific observatory at one of
the Antarctic staticns vere sonounced by the Sovieis in & broadeset to

Europe on 12 November 1955. The folluwing day, ancther broadeast to

w?ca

SeEal =B E-T
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Europe revealed that the "South Polar Cbservatory” is to be called the
Mirny, the station at the South Geomagnetic Pole ie¢ %o be called the
Vosiok, and the third statio: st the so-salled "Pole of Rslative Insccessie
bility" is to be called Sovetskayw. The Piret two nemes hive been adopted
in honar of the ships of the Bellingshausen-lazaryey Zpedition of 1519~
1021,

On 1 Novemwber 1955, further indicatioa of tha nethodology that
aight be employed in the Antarctic was suggested in an anmouncement
giving details of the Arctic plans for the IGY. The Arctic program will
include not only the 3 drift stations, 5 cbservatories » and 100 land
(polar) stations, but also mobile research detachments snd flying lsborae

- tories. Together, they will meke cbservations at "over 500 points.”
This suggests the magnitude of areal coverage that may be undertakern in
the Antarctic. If 500 observation points were established, it would
amount to one for every 2% square miles within the estimated aren of
Soviet activity. Ome clue to the extent of coverage, therefore, mey
be the number of aircraft committed tc the continental air detachment.
It is known that 4 airplanes {Li-2) and 2 helicopters are being sent
on the first voyage. Assuming that each of the subsequent voyages
delivers a similar complement of aircraft s & total of 30 aireraft
¢ould be committed, not counting aircraft that may be flown from Perth 5
Australia. If 25 aircraft were used; 20 points per plane would

provide for the total of 500 cbservations, & not unreascnable assupption.

r=|8c:

ScB=(«R=E-T
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The verification of this estimmte wiil b ohtalnable only tovough

surveillance effurt on the part of %Yhe Westsrn Worid,

o logistics

On 13 Bovember, & bromdosst amnougcsd that ' the (8 will leave thw
Rign ahipbullding yards [vhere it wess refittsadl (n the next few dury
for Kaliningrad to get her carge there.” The 0b' i5 scheduled to depart
from Faliningrad on 30 September 1295 and tie lens o the middle of
Decenbrer. Additionsl informetion bas isc besn obtalned comioernig
the planned long-renge Flight schedule tn Anterotisn == "Unos svery
3 monthe planee will leave Moscow For s Axteretio, thereby meiptaining

N live contact with the Expediticn.” Accoriing to Somev “sore fhan o,

tong of vavrioun types of fuel wiil be provided Lo Suteretics to sl
the sower station, Tractors, Jeeps, sirplanss, sod nellcopters. Lo
kisn repeated his statement thst whe Sevists plen o sugply the

Fhn e

Hapedition with freeh frult asd vegetebles the vear rousd, Avcord

e

¥
3

e bowasy of the

o & 4 November 19%% statement vy L. I, Thapewich

Antaretic sviation unit, sirveraft will noet anly Be dged Tor purposesg
exploration, but alss for trapsporting prefabricatad huts, tractors,

equipment, and food stores.”

L. Operatiocoal Egquipmsent
Additional informetion bas Seen oblainsd oo gome of the oguiprans
of’ the Expedition. The deep-water winches on the OL° will be capenie o¥

resching depths up to 7,000-8,000 meters {eae H=-B4, p. 371,

[=23 9 o
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The prefabricated houses described {GF 3, pp. B9} will have
four layers of durable glass in the windows. The bouses will be proc o ted
with electric water hsating. They will bave metel Fandabicus nne . 0
be connected with each other by passagewsys, vhich will PErnll moveee o
between buildings regardlsss of the weatber., T insrosse elT4. £V
en sutamatic telephone exchange for Lwiercommunication betweon bulldiogs
will be installed. The Mirgy station oo the oo Cosst "wiil conslet of
tventy bulldings heated by steam and water,” sod 8 radio stetiong wi)
be constructed to "insure relisbls commwicstiones.”

N The planes to be used on the continrut a3 belsg reequipped to
withetand low temperstures and stropg winds., BExtrs tnsulation s b i
put on the walls and rlocrs of the cabing, wpecial neating equipmers .o
supplementary removeble pertiticns sre teing tnstalled g Wk Lariiinis.
tor food preparation are being errunged. The purpose of these altersiiws
is to mmke the planes habitable fur work at gointe far from thelr baraa,

It bas been confirmed that the aircrs’t for the cootinentsl avia“ion
unit will include the Ll-2, the Soviet version of the C=k7 {Dakota’; ‘e
Ll-12, which has slightly superior performance: the AN-2 biylane: and
the Mi-k helicopter.

In addition to previously mentiomed vehicles, 5-80 tractors wii:

be uged,

Approved For Release 2000/05/11 : CIA-RDP79-01009A001100090013-7




\d

Approved For Release 2000/05/11 : CIA-RDP79-01009A001100090013-7

e

Approved For Release 2000/05/11 : CIA-RDP79-01009A001100090013-7

. 1



